[image: image4.png]



[image: image2.jpg]



[image: image3.jpg]




Trauma Care – The Team Approach
The European Trauma Course (ETC) has been developed to teach a system of care for managing trauma patients that reflects the reality we experience on a daily basis. As a person who deals with trauma victims from the time that they arrive in hospital, you may already have some knowledge and skills, and experience of working in a team. However, these might differ from the other people that you are working with, and this can impair the efficiency of the team. This course aims to give you the opportunity to acquire new knowledge and skills to enhance the abilities you already have, but equally as important, learning how to become both an effective trauma team member and a good team leader. This approach of improving knowledge, skills and team work is reflected in the material on this CD and throughout the activities undertaken during the course.
The contents of the ETC are based upon the working practices of the relevant specialties that treat trauma patients within Europe and, where it exists, evidence of best practice. Under the direction of the ETC Working Group of the European Resuscitation Council (ERC), the contributors have taken a pragmatic approach to improving trauma care by concentrating on the principles that are common throughout Europe. Consequently, the course is not didactic in all areas of management, but retains an element of flexibility; where effective local variations in management exist, they can be acknowledged and recognised as an alternative approach. 
The material on this CD is divided into two sections; the first part is the “must-know” of trauma care, containing the details about how to be a safe and effective team member managing trauma patients. The second part is the “should–know”, those details that will enhance your understanding of trauma and the problems that may be faced infrequently, but that still pose a challenge. Not surprisingly, the first part is essential information without which attendance on an ETC would be time wasted. The second part covers topics that can be reviewed later and will help you understand how to face almost any eventuality.  Therefore before attending the ETC it is essential that you have read and assimilated the “must-know” parts of the CD; your fellow team members will be relying on it.  
On the course you will learn by working through a series of trauma cases of varying complexity. In the majority of cases the patient’s survival is dependent on the trauma team working effectively rather than the abilities of any one individual. As in real life, your role in the team will change depending on the needs of the patient. Our aims are that by the end of the course you will have improved your knowledge, skills, and abilities as a team member and understand how this enhances team performance and contributes ultimately to patient outcome. Furthermore you will also have identified your own weaknesses and learnt how these can be overcome. 
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Dedication

The European Trauma Course would probably not exist had it not been for the vision and encouragement of Doctor Peter Baskett, the epitome of both a team member and team leader.  His contribution as a master teacher of resuscitation in all its guises is the stuff of legends.  Peter’s drive and enthusiasm have taken resuscitation training to the highest levels in numerous countries in Europe, the Middle East and Africa. Huge numbers of healthcare professionals world-wide will tell you of the influence that that Peter had on them and as a result what they were subsequently able to achieve. There is no doubt that, amongst all who have contributed to this project, we feel enormously privileged and fortunate to have such an inspirational figure to motivate and guide us.  This dedication is but a small measure of not only the enormous respect in which Peter is held, but also of the deep gratitude of his friends and colleagues throughout Europe.
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